The Environment

Environment : surroundings in which people, animals and plants exist and develop
Ecology: is a branch of biology searching relationship between living beings and their environment

The most serious ecological problems of today are:
- pollution of air, water and soil

- destruction of ecosystems

- dissappearance of many species of animals and plants

- global warming, weather changes

- acid rains

- breaking the ozon layer

- decreasing of tropical rain forests

Most of these damages are not caused by natural disasters such as earthquake, flood , tidal waves, tornadoes or volcanic eruptions but by the man himself.
How can we help to protect our planet: 

- use public transport instead own cars

- plant trees, clean rivers, lakews

- recycle

-save energy, water

- buy environmentally friendly products

- pick up litter and don´t drop any yourself

Environmental groups: Greenpeace, Children of the Earth, Friends of the Earth, WWF-World Wide Fund For Nature

In Košice : Sosna,Ľudia a voda, VLK
Questions
· Can you describe the region where you live? 

· Are there any environmental problems in your region? What are they? What are they caused by? 

· Why should we care about our environment? 

· Are you aware of any global environmental issues? Which of them do you think are most serious and why? 

· What chemicals are especially dangerous to the environment? 

· What is Greenhouse effect? What is it caused by? 

· What is the ozone layer and what is its function? 

· Why is the ozone hole dangerous? Why is there a hole in the layer? 

· Can you protect yourself from the effects of the UV radiation? 

· What is 'global warming'? Why is it a negative thing? 

· Why is it dangerous to cut down the rainforests? 

· What types of 'extreme weather' do you know? Is it connected with environmental problems? 

· Have you seen any catastrophic movies connected with environmental issues (such as 'The Day After Tomorrow')? What do you think about them? 

· What can we do to help our environment? (as single individuals and as a society) 

· Do you agree that 'an individual cannot do anything to stop environmental problems'? 

· What kinds of products are environmentally friendly and which are not? Why? 

· What is recycling? 

· Do you know any alternative sources of energy? 

· What do you think about nuclear energy? 

· Do you know any endangered species of animals or plants? Why are they in danger of extinction? 

· Why should we protect them? 
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